Effect of dietary calcium on selenium absorption by the nonlactating dairy cow.
Eleven nonlactating Holstein cows in late gestation were used to study the effect of dietary calcium concentration on apparent selenium absorption. Digestion trials with total collection helped to estimate apparent absorption of specific nutrients. Mean daily selenium intake ranged from 900 to 1700 micrograms per day. Regression analysis indicated apparent selenium absorption was maximum when dietary calcium was .8% of dry matter intake. Amounts of dietary calcium less or greater than .8% of dry matter intake reduced apparent selenium absorption. Dietary calcium quantitatively affected apparent selenium absorption in amounts of nutritional significance when selenium was provided from natural feedstuffs.